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Exod, at ve Ver. 4. 


Then Maſes Rood in in „ the 3 ef 
the Camp, and ſaid, 
on God's Side? Joh E me 


ufo me. Aud all the. Sem if 
Levi Ee . 
gether unto hint. 
2 8 069% A2 \ * nery \ 
or 3s N Y 1 \4 ww 
- Do net find one Inſtance 
giſtred in the Book of God, | 
of any Perſon among the Tribes | 
of {ſraet, that, during the Four 
Hundred and n which 
they ſojourned in 
ies erred with 22 
_—— | 
ful Arrradliur, to depart from the 


Obedience of their God. It was 
i 


A 2 ſure - 


| Preſerve. them free from Infection 


4 - A Sermon before the Societies | 
ſure as great a Miracle of Mercy, to 


there, as it was afterwards of -Power, 
to reſcue them thence. But when 
Godby his mighty Hand and ſtretehed- 
eut Arm, had brought them out of 
the Houſe of Bondage, and had born 
them tlience, as it were, upon Eagles 
Ming, and compleated that Deli- 
'erance, by the Qverthrow of the 
Egyptians in the Red. Sea, every little 

if At gave Colour to their Indlina- 


Y. 
di our te 
tions, not only of:longing after the 
Fleſh-Pots of Egypt, when they bad 
Manna for their Food, and Quails 
for their Luſt, but of relapſing: to 
tlie Idolatry of Egypt roo, when all 

other ; Manifeſtations. of the true 
God, except immediate Intuition, 
were-every Day 'obvious unto them. 
The greateſt Inſtance of which Mif- 
carriage, you may read in this 
Chapter; the Subſtance whereof is 
this: While Moſes was in the Mount 
with God receiving the Tables of the 
Law, the People took Occaſion bY 
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is Abſence . to put Aaron upon 
king the Golden Calf, which ſo 
ar provoked the Lord to Jealouſie, 
hat Moſes his Interceſſion was ſcarce 
ufficient to atone the Divine Diſ- 
leaſure. But tho the Lord at laſt 
epented of the Evil that he had 
onceived againſt them; yet Moſes, 
eing the Sin and Folly of, the 
eople, his Anger ty þ hot, and 
e caſt the Tables of the Law our 
f his Hands, and brake them beneatli 
he Mount, and he took the Calf 
nd burn it in the Fire, and ground 
to Powder, and cauſed the Children 
Hrael to drink of it; and when 
{1ron had reported the Occaſion, 
Moſes ſtood in the Gate of the Camp 
„ ſaid, Who is on God's Side? let 
im come unto me. And all the Sous 
Levi gathered themſelves together * 
From which Words (for Me- 
hod fake) I ſhall lay down theſe . 


* 


art! 


Ine 


* -4 T 
* * 1 1 1 ts 
; r 
: 
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 fince Aaros and his Sons were par- 
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1. ThePerſonthathere ſpeaks. 
HI. The . matter of his 


m. The manner of ſpeaking. 
IV. The — and Siceeke it. 
And, 1 
V. I ſhall offer ſomething 
way of Improvement. 


I. The Perſon that here ſpeaks, 
that is, Moſes, And if any of you 
enquire. why he, from the Gate of 
the Camp intermedled with the Affairs 
of the Congregation ; or why te 
ſecular Power ſhould be concerned 
in directing Matters of Religion, 


ticularly ſet apart for the Manage- 
ment of that Province, the Solution. 
is eaſie, that Moſes was by- ſpecial 
Commiſſion intruſted chiefly with 
both Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Affairs, 
and Aaron ated only in Subordina - 
tion to him; and if you will con- 
ſult Numb. 10. 1, 2. you will find 


a full Proof of his Inveſtiture and 


2. This 


Right, 


* 


for Reformation of MANNERS. 7 
2. This Power was not a bare 
Perſonal Privilege, and no Preſident | 
o be IVES it was to laſt 
or ever: is great reaſon, 
hat ſeeing the Uſe ſhall never ceaſe, 
he Power ſhould never determine: 
and upon this Account ir deſcends 
pon ſuch as hold Moſes his Place; 
— he was Prince of the 
by Virtue of which Power he was 
uſtos wtrinſg; Tabulæ, both Tables 
of the Law — — 
and he had Power to puniſh the 
Omiſſion of aur Duty to God, as 


well as of our Duty to our Neighbour. 
Now St. Paul faith, that thoſe things 
which were written aforetime, were 
written for our Learning : it 
follows, 


3. That the Chief A. Bitrate ſuc» 
cds Moſes m— = Power, 
and in Du n as being 
intruſted bs God, whoſe Miniſter 
he is. In Power, to ſuppreſs [reli 
gion and * as well as thoſe 

4 Practices 


For the Prallſſe of them that do wel. 


8 [A Sermon before the Societies 
Practices which diſturb his Subjects 
Peace, or incroach upon the Privi- 
 leges of his own Crown and Dig- 
nity . And then in Duty, as not 
to bear the Sword in Vain, but for 
the Puniſhment of Evil- Doers, and 


Now as Moſes is à Standard to 
ſuch Perſons, fo from his Example 
they may juſtifie their Practice in 
beating down the ſtrong holds of 
Sin, in enquiring after the Affairs 
of the Church, as well as the 
Common-Weéalth, and ( as I faid®) 
exacting our Duty to God as well 
as our Neighbour. And this, 


4. Will be done with good effect, 
if we have a Moſes, a David, or 
2 to bear rule over us. But if 

e be either a Nimrod, an Oppreſſor 
of his People, Rehobogm, a Fool, or 
Teroboam, a Man of no Religion, 
who will Summon us to engage on 
God's ſide; or to riſe up with him a- 
gainff rhe Evil-geers ; it is rather 
| | ro 


for Reformation of MANNERS. 9g 
to be feared, that Violence and Im- 
piety will be practiſed by their 
Countenance, and Vice by their 
Impunity will be rather encouraged 
than reformed. This is no mere 
Speculative Notion, but has been 
fatally experimented. n Th 


When David was King over Hrael, 
in his Firſt Speech to the States of 
his Realm, and as I may fay, before 
his Firſt Parliament, he complains, 
that the Ark was not ſought to in the ' 
Days of Saul : that 1s,' that Religion 
went -to wrack, and was not at all 
lookt after, x Chr. 13. 3. And to 
make Amendment for this Miſcar- 
riage, he conſecrates the Beginning 
of his own Government and Rei 
with an Ad de arcd reducenda, 
tor bringing back the Ark, that it 
ſhould till remain at Obed-Edow's, 
and Religion be confined to a few 
private Families, which was of ſuch. 
Publick and Univerſal Concern 
and Advantage, / ſeemed in David's 

| Thoughts 
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general Injury; When: 
a Prince takes Care of Religion, 
his Piety will Influence his People, 
and his Example command their 
Imitation. When there is 2 f 
in Iſrael, every one will do that 
which is right in hu own Eyes : and 
when there is an evil King, few will 
do that which is right in the Eyes 
of God. | | 


Io bring this matter nearer home: 
the former part of it was verified 
among us in the late times of our 
Lawleſs and confuſed Anarchy, when 
Truth was driven to the dark, 
and Swarms of Hereſies (under 
which the Land ſtill groans ) did 
plant themſelves among us, and 
the latter was demonſtrated in the 
two ſucceeding Governments; where- 
in ( beſides our Ingratitude and For- 
getfulneſs of God, not to be paſt 
over without a due Reproof ) our 
Scandalous Inclinations to every ſort. 
of Immordlity, too freely gy 1 

them - 
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hemſelves: So that when it pleaſed 
dd to ſend Our Late Gracious 
dovereigu to Reign over us, and to 
reſcue our Religion, our Laws, and 
Liberties, that had been violently 
reſted out of our Hands, his hardeſt 
ask was to reſcue us from our 
ſelves, and to deliver us from the 
Power of our Corruptions, and Sins, 
which were the very Snares that 
betrayed us into our former Dangers. 
And for this end were his ſeveral 
Letters ſent to the Arch Biſhops, and 
Biſhops, and Juſtices of the eace, 
and followed by his repeated Procla- 
mations diſpers d and publiſht in all 
the Corners of the Land, to let us 
know his earneſt Deſires for a Natio- 
val Reformation: and under his auſpi- 
cious Influence did the ſeveral Re- 
ligious Societies undertake this Task, 
as will plainly appear by a Retro- 
ſpection to their Riſe. and Progrels ; + 
by which you may ſee; that Moſey 
or the Chief iſtrate is not alto- 
gether diſ· intereſted in Matters of 
„ Religion; 
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Religion; ( but eſpecially when we 
have a Virutous Prince neceſſary to its 


Propagation.) And this is my Firſt 
Particular: The Perſon that ſpeaks, 


II. The Subject Matter of his Speech, 
Who is on God's Side > let him come 
unto me. It's a conſiderable Advan- 
tage to Religion, to have Perſons in 
Power to patronize and defend it. 
For then its Profeſſors may go in 
Peace; no Fear nor Danger lies be- 
fore them; nay, further, great Men 
uſually influence their Dependants 
according to their own Inclinations. 
As on the one ſide, HFereſie and 
Idolatry grew up under Conſtantius 
and Juliam; ſo on the other fide, 
an Orthodox and Religious People 
wilt uſually be found where a Con- 
ſtantine or Theodofrus governs. Now 


there's a great deal of difference be- 


tween a Prince that encourageth 
to eſpouſe the Cauſe of God, and 
that is always foremoſt in his Ser- 
vice, and another that is not only 


* 
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remiſs himſelf, but puniſheth all o- 
thers that caſt their Eyes towards 
his Holy Temple. Pharpaoh will asle 
the Queſtion, Who is the Lord, that 
I ſhould ſerve him 2 But let Moſes 
be called to enter upon his Work, 
he may perhaps queſtion his own 
Sufficiency, or deſire to be further 
inſtructed, that he may be able to 

do it with Effect, but he never 
ſhews an Cmwillingneſs to the Un- 
dertating. This may be proved in 
the Inſtance before us: The People 
had ſinn d in making and worſhiping 
the Molten Calf; Moſes does not ſtay 

until others deſire a Redreſs of the 
Evil, but voluntarily ſets about it 


Now all things that refer to our 
| ſiding with God, ( 1dolarry being 
omitted, which I hope 1s not to be 
reckoned among our National Sins) 
may be reduced to theſe Two Ge- 
neral Heads. af 


1. The 
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TT | 

„A. „ The S ppreſin; of Gy 5 which 
Sin is the Work of the Devil, Wee 


0 The Encouraging ul Fits 
which in a ſort makes us Partakers 
of the Divine Nature. | 


r. The Swppreſſ ing of Six. And 
here I will not ſtay to draw it in 
its proper Lineaments and Colours, 
to ſhew the odious Nature of it, or 

how it blaſted the Perfections of 
our innocent and happy Condition 
at firſt; but only make a ſhort 


Ely upon theſe two e 


— 


. How unſerviceable it is te out 
322 


2. Has 2 it is to God. 


I. To us, in reſpect of the un- 
profitableneſs, which is a conſider · 
| able Diſcouragement to the Practice 


of it. What Fruit had you in it? 
ſays 
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ſays the Apoſtle; certainly none at 
ul, unleſs ſuch as Men who ſow 
the Wind, and reap the Whirlwind ; 
For they that ſow to the Fleſh, ſhall 
of the Fleſh reap Corruption: There- 
fore, ſays the Wiſe-Man, the Wicked 
worketh a deceitful Work, Prov. 11.18. 
it doth not anſwer his own 
tion, the next thing that atrends it 
is ſhame. What Solomon ſays of the 
Adulterer, is true of many other 
Sioners - beſides. A Wound and 4 
Diſhonour ſhall he get, and his Re- 
proach ſhall not be wiped away, Prov. 
6. 33. Farther yet, our ſinful Plea+ 
ſures are generally of ſhort Conti- 
nuance. There are ſome Sins that 
naturally ſhorten our Lives, and of- 
ten break our Glaſs before the Sands 
are half run out; as Drunkenneſs, 
Adultery, and ſuch diſorderly Pra- 
ctices: and all Sins breed a Worm 
in our Conſciences, which ( if it 
deſtroy not our Gourd wherein we 
are ſo much delighted) will make 
our abiding uneaſie under the — 

W 
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dow of it, Solomon ſays, theWicked 
 flyeth when no Man purſuethg'no'Man 
urſueth from without, but there 
that purſueth from within; I mean 
the Sting and Guilt of an Evil Con- 
ſcience, which is to wicked Men a 
Hell upon Earth. But laſtly, leſt they 
ſhouſd pretend to put their Tempo» 
rary Pleaſures in the Scale againſt 
their Temporary Puniſſiments, our 
Saviour tells them, Their Worm dieth 
not, and their Fire is not quenchedl. 
Tho the end of thefe things is 
Death, yet it is ſuch Death, as by 
Sin entered imo the World: and 
therefore, let not theſe Men grow 
incorrigible becauſe the Sentence is 
not immediately executed; and by 
abuſing God's merciful Reprieve, 
make themſelves '' uncapable- of a 
Pardon: nor yet preſume to plead, 
that their preſent Impunity is the 
Evidence of God's Approbation; for 
when God leaves Men to themſelves, 
and the Sting of their own Luſts, 
it's not in Mercy, but in * 
a 0 a Pp 2 
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and Wrath: and when Men pretend . 
to be their ow Maſters, and do 

what they will without oul, 
it is in the Extremiry of Anger that 
God ſuffers them. But then, 


2. Our Sins againſt God, I ſhalt 
reduce to | theſe Particulars, 


Inrratitide, Apoſtacy, Cont empt, 
Stupidity, Security, and Jucor- 
rigibleneſs. Ph 


t. Ingratitude, God asks one 
Queſtion of 'the'Fews himſelf, Have 
T been a barren Wilderntſs, or a Lan. 
of Darkneſs unto you ? Jer. 2. 23. 

o, but far otherwiſe. Why then 
did they octaſion hini to complain, 
that they had cauſed him to ſerve 
with their Sins, and wearied him 
with their Iniquities ? Again, Moſes 
asks them another Queſtion. Do 
you thus requite the Lords O ye 
fooliſh People and wiwiſe | rhe Mer- 
cies they * the Means they 


* 
» * * 
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lived under, will for ever juſtiſie 
| God's Expectation from — 1 but 
the manner of their living under ſuch 
Diſpenſations muſt needs leave them 
open and defenceleſs, not only to 

the upbraiding of their own Co 
ſciences, but alſo of God himſelf. 


2, Apoſtacy. It's unpardonable in 
the blindeſt Pagans to Worſhip 
the Work of their own Hands. For 
in the Works of Creation, tho' God 
has not left himſelf on a Wit- 
neſs, yet he hath left us without 
Excuſe. But after all, this very 
Charge is brought againſt God's 
own People, the Jews, that th 
| changed the Glory of the 770% 
God into the Image 7 a Calf that 
eateth Hay, Pal. 106. 20. But be- 
ſides, "= matter extends farther. 
Every ſinful Luſt, oy. coverous 
Deſire that is lodged in our * 
is entertained as God's Rival 
doth as directly eſtrange our Hearts 
from him, as the Material Idol 


to 


* 
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to which a Man proftrates him- 
ſelf. 


3. Contempt. The Jews had re- 
ceived from God Prerept apon Pre- 
cept, and Line upon Line, Ila. 28. 10. 
God had courted and intreated 
them not to forſake their own Mer- 
cies, Lut they deſpiſe the Riches of 
his Patience and Forbearance. They 
contemn him in his Laws, arid ſay, 
Cod will not require it, Pal. 10. 13. 
They contemn him in his Power, 
and ſay, We will not have this Man 
reign over us, Luk. 19. 14. They con- 
tern him in his Providence, and nei- 
ther regard the Work of the Lord, 
wor the Operations of his Hands, 
Pſal. 28. 5. Yea, and they contemn 
him in his moſt tendet Mercies, 
Let Favenr be ſbewed to the Wicked, 
yet will he not learn Righteouſneſs, 
Ila. 26. 10. 


4. Stupidity and Security. Be- 
cauſe God lets men alone in — 


C 2 


* 


20 A Sermon before the Societies. 


and ſuffers them to take their Plea» 
- ſure therein, therefore Men think 
that God will let them alone in 
puniſhing, and that they may take 
their Courſe; but he will at laft 
ſet all their Miſdeeds in order beforg 
them, even as they committed them; 
and their ſecret Sins in the Light of 
his Countenance, Tis recorded of 
the Church of Laodicea, that ſhe 
thought her ſelf rich and increaſed | 
with Goods, and that ſhe had need 
of nothing; yet at the ſame time, 
ſne was indeed poor and miſerable, 
Blind and naked, Rev. 3. 18, 19. 


F. Incorrigibleneſs, When the hand 
of God was up againſt them, they 
regarded it not: according to the 
Prophet's Complaint, Thou haſt ſtricten 
them, but they have not grieved ; thou 
halt conſumed them, but they have 
not received Correfion : they have 
made their Faces harder than a Rock, 
they have refuſed to return, Jer. 5. 3. 
Now, what Moſes can fee the : 
| 0 
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of God ſinking, and not ſummon all 
well-diſpoſed Perſons to engage with 
him in ſuppreſſing its* Enemies : and 
if the ſame Occaſion be given m 
other Countries, 'as was formerly 
in the Land of Fewry'; or more par- 
ticularly, if the Jews Sins be rife 
among us, and if we have had two 
Princes ſucceſſively that have invited 
all good Men to the Work of He- 
ormation, that ſo our Iniquities may 
not be our Ruine; Why ſhould we 
be backward or cowardly ? This at 
leaſt let me deſire, that if there be 
any ſuch that will not go forth a- 
g2nſt Sin, and beat down its ſtrong; 
holds, yet at leaſt they would ſtan 
upon their own defence, and not 
ſuffer Vice to be ſtill the Aggreſſor, 
that it ſurprize them not by Strata- 
gem, nor get the Dominwn over 
them by Force. 19 


Tho I could rather wiſh, that 
they would lay before them the 
noble Example of thoſe rhat have 

Sk of vo.untari'y 
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voluntarily engaged themſelves in 
the Work, and ſo ſucceſsfully beat 
down all Oppoſition, wreſtled with 
all Difficulties and Dangers, and 
neither feared the Frowns of the 
mighty, nor the Scorns and Re- 
proaches of the ungodly, but con- 
ſidered whoſe Cauſe they had e- 
ſpouſed,and truſted him with the Iſſue. 
At firſt indeed, they found the Con- 
flict great to ſtrive wi h the whole 
Earth. The Labour moſt unthank+ 
ful, to vex them that dwell therein; and 
the Succeſs moſt Uncomfortable, 
to labour in vain, and ſpend their 
Strength for nothing: This was 
Diſcouragement enough to the moſt 
reſolved Perſons. Beſides, the very 
degeneracy of the Age cid almoſt 
ſtifſe their firſt and teeble Efforts; 
and they were. ſo over-ſhadowed 
with the bold and rampant Vices of 
the Times, that they could Lur barely 
ſubſiſt, mortific their own Corrup- 
tions, and edifie one another in 
Grace and Godlinęſs. They were 


not 


0 
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ot powerful enough to attacque our 
National Sins, for Vane of a Maſes 
to encourage them, a Prince whoſe 
Virtue ſhould influence his People 
o love and practiſe the like; by 
vhich means the Word of God be- 
came like a burning Fire ſhut up in 
their Bowels, that could not force 
its Vent: and while they durſt 
ſcarce openly make mention of 
God's Name, they were unwilling 
to offer his Word to the daily Re- 
proach and Derifion of Wicked 
Men, and ſo conſequently they could 
not propoſe to themſelves a Plentiful 
Harveſt of their Labours in the Na- 
tion's Converſion and Reformation, 
by turning the Hearts of the Fathers 
to the Children, or of the diſobe- 
dient to the Wiſdom of the juſt, 
and fo prevent the Lord's coming 
to ſmite the Earth with a Curſe. 

ly Theſe Diſcouragements were im- 
p. proved in the ſucceeding Reign, and 
in for that reaſon, there Conſultations 
re were more retired and wary, be- 
ot C 4 cauſe 
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cauſe ( fays Dr. Woodward) the Face 
of the reformed Religion was clouded, 
and all private Meetings ſuſpefted ; 
and ſome of thoſe Perſons not. having 
dig d deep enough to have a firm 
Root in Religion, grew firſt cool. 
and indifferent, atterwards looſe. 
and extravagant, and laſt of all, nc 
torious Apoſtates. But the Miſ⸗ 
carriages of ſome, ſharpned the 
Circumſpection of the reſt, and made 
them the more Warchful againſt the 
like Temptations. | 
But when, the Lard turned again 

the Captivity of Zion, when all our 
Troubles, and Fears, and Jealouſies, 
expired, by the Eftabliſhment of 
Our Late Sovereign Xing Willian 
of Glorious Memory, their Hearts 
were filled with Laughter, and their 
Tongues with Joy ; that they re- 
fumed their Work with a new 
Courage and an incredible Succeſs ; 
for not only all the Quarters and 
Corners of our own Land, bur all the 
Reformed Churches abroad, con, 
_ gratulated 
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gratulated their Succeſs, and engaged 
in the like Deſign. Aud all this 
is viſibly owing to the Protection 
and Patronage of that Prince, that 
nurſing Father of our Church, who 

as not only the Titular, but Real 
and Subſtantial Defender of our 
Faith and Religion. 


And bleſſed be God, the Work of 
Reformation is not dead with him, 
but God has raiſed us up a Princeſs 
to rule over us, whoſe Example 


ain vill teach us the Fear of God, 
wr and whoſe Reſolutions are unmove- 
es, Nably fixt, to Difcountenance and 
of MW Puniſh the Workers of Iniquity. 


Again, the other thing wherein 
we can and oyght to ſide with God 
is, in the Practice of Holineſs, and 


ew producing the Effects thereof, good 
is ; Works. A good Life doth of all things 
nd beſt adorn our Profeſſion, but a 


ood Liſe cannot be without Fruit. 
ſhall therefore ſpeak to both briefly, 
1. Af 
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1. It's plain from the Apoſtle, that 
without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſet 
God, Heb. 12. 14. nor without it 
| ſhall any Man pleaſe Gad; for the 
Sacrifice of the Wicked is an Abomi- 
nation to him, Prov. 21. 27. by lead- 
ing pure and innocent Lives, we 
reſemble the Perfections of God him- 
ſelf, who is Holy in his Nature, 
and Holy in all his Actions. Now 
iy is not only a privative, Bom 

a poſitive Duty: not only a ceaſi 
from Sin, bes aboundal in Good | 
Works. St. Paul tells us, Gedlineſs 
| bas the Promiſe. And Solomon, to 
bim that worketh Righteouſneſs ſhall 

be a ſure Reward. 


Again, to lead an unreproveable 
Life will commend us to God and 
every Man's Conſcience, and keep 
us much out of the Road of Satan's 
Temptations; or if they attacque us, 
they will want their Sting, and not 
be able to hurt us: but then we 
muſt beware that we reſt not in the 

outſide 
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zutſide, and value the Husk- more 
han the Kernel. For Hypoeriſie 
and Formahty will enter like a 
Canker, and eat out the Sap and 
Virtue of Religion: and upon theſe 
Occaſions, God oſten lets the De- 
vil looſe upon ſuch Perſons, becauſe 
they do not walk ſincerely before 
him. The Diſtinction between 2 
formal Profeſſor and a ſound Chri- 
ſtian lies under common Obſarva - 
tion. The firſt bears only Leaves 
that will fall, wither, and come ta: 
nothing. But the latter bears Fruit; 
which is the thing next to be ſpoken 
tO. | | 


1. The firſt is the Fruit of Obe- 
dience, which every good Man 
readily prays to God for. Then are you 
my Friends indeed, when you do what= 
y Lon I command you, John 15. 14. 
But he that ſhrugs at the Under- 
taking, or ſhrinks from it, or thinks 
the Duty unreaſonable, or reſerves 
to himſelf the time and manner of 

a Per- 
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Performance, doth not at all make 
himſelf acceptable to God by ſuch 
Obedience; therefore as the Rule 
runs, to obey God becauſe he com- 
mands ; ſo next, as he commands. 


2. Obedience without Faith would 
naturally lead us to rely upon Merits, 
and leave us deſtitute of the Means 
whereby we lay hold on Chriſt, 
and of Salvation by him. This 
therefore is the one thing neceſlary, 
and every where recommended to 

our uſe. This encourageth us to go on 
in well doing, and not be weary and 
faint in our Minds: and this defends 
us againſt all Aſſaults and Tempta- 
tions of our Adverſary the Devil, 


In all the Magazine that's pro- 
vided for our Spiritual Warfare, 
there's not a more ſucceſsful Wea 
to be met with, whether for Of- 
fence or Delence. Then, 


3. To 
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3. To theſe: join Charity. "Tis 
the beſt Character T& Faith when it 
works by" Love. This is the moſt 
extenſive Grace, and the longeſt 
taſting that any Chriſtian is poſ- 
ſeſt withal. For the former, our 
Saviour tells us, it is the fulfilling 
of the Law, the whole Law. Our 
Duty to God as well as our Neigh- 
bour depends upon it. For the latrer, 
It. Paul tells us, that among the 
three principal Graces, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity, the greateſt of them u 
Charity. Faith gives place to Viſion : 
Hope is ſwallowed up in Fruition : 
but Charity never ceaſeth, but will 
ſtill be capable of Addition and 
Improvement, and receives its Per- 
fection, but not its Period, in che 
World to come. 


4. That which muſt crown all 
ches Graces, is Perſeverance. This 
truly proves whether we have the 
Form or Power of Godlineſs, and 
5 diſtingujſh our real from our 

counterfeit 
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counterfeit Graces. A ſincere 
Man will not be ſllaken out of his 
Faith or Obedience by atiy Hard- 
ſhip or Trial, but reſolves with Job, 
that tho God ſhould kill him, ſtill to 
truſt in him: nor be complemented 
out of his Religion, though with 
the wholeſale Promiſes of the Devil, 
being well aſſured, that if he hold 
out unto the Death he ſhall obtain 4 
| Crown of Life. 


This then is that which I have 
here to lay before you, firſt, to get 
2 Principle of Religion rivetted in 
your Hearts ; next, that you do not 
offer Violence, but pay a cheerful 
Obedience to the Dictates of it; and 
laſtly, that you witneſs the ſame 
by being Exemplary, and cau/ing 
your Light to ſhine before Men, that 
others may ſee your good Works, and 

ghorifie your Father which is in Hea- 
ves, And thus I have diſpatcht 
the two great Points, wherein we 
are to ſide with God, and * 

art 
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Part againſt all his Enemies. How 
eaſonable is it then that we ſhould- 
omply with his Invitation, and 
at down Sin, and live down Sin, 
and turn many to Righteouſneſs ? 
or that's the true Character of 
hriſtian Religion, to diſperſe and 
ommunicate its Bleſſings, accord- 
ing to Habakkut's Prophecy, chat the 
arth may be filed with the Know- 
edge of the Glory of the Lord, as the 
aters cover the Sea, Hab. 2. 14- 
Accordingly the firſt Propagators of 
our Faith, ſpared no Labours, feared 
no Dangers, but went on with the 
Work ; and the Spirit of God aſliſt- 
ing them, they thus overcame the 
Malice of the Fews, the Wiſdom of 
the Greeks, and Power of the Romans, 
that neither ſeparately, nor in Con- 
junction, were they able to hinder 
the Progreſs of the Goſpel. - 


But ſuch narrow Soul'd Perſons 
live now in the Dregs of time, that 
they will contribute nothing 5 

5 wards 
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32 A Sermon before the Sicjetits \ 
wards the Succeſs of this important 
Matter, but a few faint Wiſhes, withe 
out the leaſt Endeavours ; and ſome 
think themſelves under no Obliga- 
tion to attempt the Reformation of 
others; and ſome raiſe an Evil Re- 
port againſt the thing, and traduce 
the Undertakers. © 


For the Firſt then, let them con 
ſider, that Impiety is as directly 
diſpleaſing to God as Idolatry, if 
the one be putting up a Competitor 
to rob him of his Honour and Glory, 
the other is raiſing a Rebelfion a- 
gairiſt him, and may in due time 
be advanced to the ſame provoking 
Guilt, if it doth not lead directly ro 


it. For the Apoſtle intimates, that 


they who put away a good Conſcience, | 
next make Shipwrack concerning the 
Faith; and an evil Man is 4 


credit to no Religion ; the beſt Inſti- 


fution will ſuffer Reproach by looſe 
Profeſſors, and the Name of God be 
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an ſtand by as unc when 
e Queſtion is put, whether the 
ſoelkes God, or the Beyptiags 2 4 
zall be adored or who can uy er 
nd to be a Lover of God, 75 
is Honour laid in the Duſt 2 if 
ebal, and Ammon, and Amalet are, 
ith many — confederated in 
vil, ſhould not we unite in doing, 
20d? Hear how Deborah and Barack 
ng, Curſe ye Meroz, ſaid the Angel. 
th: Lord, Curſe ye bitterly the In- 
abitants thereof, becauſe they went 
t fortli to the help of the Lord, to 


le belp of the Lord againft. the 
iabty, Judg. 5. 23. And as ſome 
re backward and lazy in this ge- 
eral Concern,- ſo _—_ think it 


ot their Duty: which is rhe 


24, thing. The whole Body. of 
—— ſhould be but one So- 
1cty, as being all Fellow Members, 

all incorporated under Chriſt the 
Head. But he that doth not live 
p to the Laws of e my 


34: A Sermon before the Societies" 
be united to the Head, but it's no 
otherwiſe than a dead Branch to the 
Tree; he is nothing advantaged by 
ſuch Union. The Sap and Virtue 
of the Body doth not diſperſe and 
communicate its Benefits to a dead 
Bough. - As in the Body Natural 
one Member cannot ſay to another, 
I have no need of thee: So in the 
Body Myſtical, which is the Church 
of Chriſt, one while we need the 
Inſtruction, Comfort or Reproof of 
others, another while they may 
need the like- from — 
fore we ſhould at all times conſulf 
the general Welfare: For my Brethren 
and Companions ſake, I will now ſay, 
Peace be within thee, Pal. 12. 2. 8. 
And St. Paul adviſeth, to bear owe 
anothers. Burdens, and ſo fulfil the 
Law of Chriſt, Gal. 6.2. Chriſtians 
ſhould always have a Sympathy. and 
Fellow feeling in every Condition, 
and where this is wanting, I have 
: violent 8 that Man's Re 
ligion is not upon its proper 
Foundation.” mo 3- There 
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j There are ſame that bring ar 
evil report againſt the thing, ahd 
traduce the Undertakers. This ig 
ho hew matter, for when Cor 
Pat han, and Abiram gathered them- 
ſelves together againſt Moſes and 
Aaron, this was the Charge: Lou 
take too much upon you, ye Sons 
of Levi. And our Saviour tells ys 
aforehand what we are to expect; 
for if they call the Maſter of the 
Houle - Beelzebub, why mey they 
hor as well thoſe of his Houſhold z, 
and who doth not hear the Com- 
ae that arg brought againſt us? 


1. That we act violently, atid ei- 
ther that's made the Omen of our 
haſty Diſſolution, or elſe, that it will 
betray us into many Indifcretions 
that will at laſt blaſt the whole Deſign 


To which J aoſwer, That the 
neceſſity of Affairs admits no o- 
ther Method, when Arguments 
will not perſwade, when.Tendernets 
| 1 and 


36 A Sermon before the Societies. 
and Pity add to the growth of the 
Diſtemper, ſharper, Medicines muſt 
be applied, and ſome puniſhed, that 
others may take warning. 
2. That we have no Law to coun- 
tenance ſuch Aſſemblies, and that 
therefore we ate ont of our Sphere, 
and act without a Warrant. 
45 We have Laws for puniſh: 
ing the ſeyeral vices that we preteng 
to reform; but having no rule by 
which to ſteer our Courſe, our 9 
ceedings muſt be juſtified if t 


aim at their 717 end, 70 6 
Law | is violated' by our Practice. * 


7 
J 
0 
f 


3. That we act maliciouſly and 
as it neither out of Zeal for Goc 
Glory; Charity to the Souls of our hi 
Brethren, nor a hearty. Deteſtation] at 
of Sin, but out of Peakes and Ani - in 


moſitics to cur N-ighbours, | 71268 G 
1h 
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Anſin. We entered upon this Bu- 
ſineſs without Prejudice to any thin 
but Sin, which, by. God's Aſſiſtance 
we are {till reſolved. to beat down 
whexeloeyer we find it, and are willing, 
in the an Language, to ſpend 
and be ſpent for your Sakes, tho 
the more we love, the leſs wer be 
loved; and the more We labour to 
do you good, the more we be res 


ſpected on for it. 


4. That we act partially, and while 
like Saul we ſuffer Execution to be 
done upon what's refuſe and vile, we 
ſpare Agag and the fatlings, and ei- 
ther do not, or dare not cauſe great 


1 


Perſons to be puniſhed. 


Anſw,. I hope no ſuch Temper has 
hitherto appeared among us: but it 
at any time we make Diſtinctions 
in puniſhing, in my Judgment, the 
Circumſtance of the Oſfender 
ſhould lead to it; vx. that we di- 
ſtinguiſh between an accidental and 


D 3 * 
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a defigned Sin. 2. Between young 
puny Tranſgreſſor and an old 6bdws 
rate Sinner, for the one may be t& 
claimed by Counſel, when the ↄthet 
will be hardned by it. But « Chri- 
ſtian Prudence muſt manage this. 


Laſtly, That we act Hypocriti- 
cally, and while -we obſerve rhe 
Morte in our Brother's Eye, neglect 
the Beam that is in our own. © 


But againſt this Charge it's eaſie 
ro Anſwer, That they wh6 judge 
us muſt. needs want Evidence, and 
therefore ſhould not te fo unchas 
ritable. However, this is onr Comfort; 
that there lies an Appeal from theiꝝ 
Tribunal to the great Scarcher of 
Hearts, from whom we hope for a 
more equal Cenſure. Next we con- 
feſs, that we have our Failings, our | | 
aſſſons and Infirm{ties like other 
ſen, and therefore do beſerch you, 
Brethren, pray for us; and if yon 
fee us overtaken with a Fault, re- 
2 0 prove 
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prove us Friendly, but let nor your. 
and if you thinł not fit to cover us 
with the Mantle of Charity, endes- 
vout to reſtore us with the Spirit of 
Meekneſa. But to go ou : 


It has been the Devil's Work in 
all Ages to obſtruct the growth of 
ar — Men ws out 
of a pu . Malice, that they 
be equally miſerable with bimſalf: 
and wicked Men turn firſt their Bars, 
and then rheir Hearts from hearing 
God's Law, and having gone, too 
far to retreat, at laſt they will not 
endure (though at the coſt and 
Pains of another) to be reſcued out 
of the Snares of the Devil. 


Ill. Let us next fee what weight 
lies in the manner of Speaking, 

1. The Words may be reduced 
to a Plain Propoſition, and then 
the Interrogative who, is as much as 


were left that 
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. The Words being put b way 
r Queſtion, Who i on God's 7 eden 

ſtion whether any 
ad not worſhipr the 


make it a 


Calf, and this implies the Univerſality 
of the Infection, or otherwiſe as 4 
Queſtion demands an Anſwer. * 


210 1 Gall ass 


3. The Expreſſion compared with 
Moſes his Carriage before remembred, 
denotes tlie heinouſneſs of the Sin, 


and the heinous Nature of Sin in 
general.” rol 2486 1:04 on 


* 


Moſes. 


much, That it is every Man's Buſineſs 


than he appears the Devil's Enemy. 


4. The proper n means of — 
National Sins, is to unite er 


\ 

| 

| 

| 

> Nun K 8 f 
b 

a 

] 
$155! 9 2469 : 

1. If the Queſtion be wat to a1 
Propoſition, then it imports thus ! 


to enter the Liſts againſt Sin, and no 
Man is any further God's Friend, 


So that this excludes Neutrality in 
Religion, and n all ſuch as ate 
Trimmers 


. 
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Trimmers between Heaven and Hell, 

If the' Lord Be God, ſerve bim; but if 
Baal be God, ſerve him, 1 Kings 18. zr. 
And when the like Competition hap- 
pens between God and our Sins, 
cut off the — — Hand, or pull 

out the luſtful Eye, we are not fit 


to be Chriſt's Diſciples, ue cannot 
ſerve him and Belial. Now for all this, 
peoples Hearts were ſet on Miſchief, 
they did not conſider what Snare 
lay in the Image they had made; 
ſuppoſe they did not imagine, that 


the Calf which Aar then made, 
was their. Deliverer from Egypt's 
Bondage, but only the Similitude; 
and if that was condemned for groſs 
idolatry, then "who can juſtifie the 
mie — 8 LIMA n 
2. The Words being put by way 

of Queſtion; ſeem — — Io | 
fection might be univerſal, the Plague 
is not more catching, nor Pitch more 
defiling than Sin, which when it be- 
comes ala · mode, the * 
; | . 8 


Beaſts follow the Drove of - their 

Foregoers, conſidering the way, but 
not the end of their Actions. The 
Apoſtacy of this People to Idolatry 
was ſomewhat 1 anot her 
Occaſion, for ſo Elijah complained 
to God himſelf, that his People had 
broken his Covenant, thrown his 
Altars, ſlain his Prophets with the 
Sword, and, ſays he, I only am left; 
and they ſeek my Life to tate it away, 
x Kings 19. 16. And tho' God 
anſwered him, that he had ſeven 
thouſand left in Mae that had not 
bowed to Baal; yet that is but a 
ſmall number competed with he 
contrary Party, 


Again, If the Queſtion demand 
an Anſwer, then ſuch Perſons muſt 
be preſumed to ſide with God, who 
by lvecial De pe Appoigt» 
ment are entru — Concer 
of Religion. And the Sons of Levi 
being conſecrated to this Service, 
it's expected they ſhoyld lead the 

forlorn, 
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forlom, and give the firſt Onſet : 
but the Weapons of our Warfare are 
not ' Carnal; and the want of exter- 
nal Forte to compel ſuch as will not 
be perſwaded, "doth prove the un- 
ſucceſsfulnels of bur Undertaking: 
for tho jt belongs to the Preachers 
of Righteouſnels, ex Melo, to reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort with all 
Suffering and Doctrine; - yet this w 

prevail” Put little upon uch as are not 
i to be reformed chemſelves; > 


ote here appears, 


2. The Uſefulneſs of this Givi 
Magiſtrare. We had lately a Prince 
that, as Generaliſlimo, engaged in 
this Warfare, and it may be expected 
that all Subordinates ſhould cheary 
Y follow fuch a Leader; whom, 

tho” it hath pleaſed God to take 
from us, yet he has taken Care 
that we may not be loſers by the 
Exchange, and therefore has ſupplied 
the Throne with an Heroick Pri 
whoſe forward Zeal for the * 


FeS XTIN AZE. 
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tion of \ Manners, has already " bafled 
the Expectations of evil 2 and 


who has ſolemnly; (declared. againſt 
all God's Enemies as her -,] n. And 


now, methinks ir ſhould. be regſon: 


able for all och perſons as have re- 
ceived Commiſſions from either 
them, to be ſo ſar influenced by 
ſuch Royal Examples, that Vice 
may not get Ground — 9 


ardice or Unfaithfuln 2 


Honour and Glory of God om hs 
| pled under foot. b 7 Means of their 


Negligence. Why ſhould they 

fuſe» to ſentence. thoſe to pa 
Puniſhments who are a nuiſance to 
the Government, and a Scandal to 
the Chriſtian Religion 2 will not the 
repeated Commands of Authority 
awaken them? nor the Obligation 
of their Oath fri ghten them into 
the Diſcharge of 9 ir Office? Who 
can choſe but nut when he 
conſiders thar he. ſtands accountable 
both for Breach of Truſt, and Neg 
lect of Duty, to God, and 

God's Vicegerent ? But, 3. * 
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3. F this matter js too heavy to 
lie only on the Magiſtrates Hands, 
they hau an 5 — upon others 
whoſe Aſſiſtance they may 5 
to put the Laws in Cur Di that 
have been made. againſt Prophane- 
neG and Immorality : I mean Church- 
Wardens and Conſtables.” The Laws 
Eccleſiaſtical oblige the one, and the 
Chmmon "Law the other. And 
would ebntribute very much to a 
National Reformation, if theſe would 
faithfully and conſcientiouſſy dif 
charge their Duties, though they 
move in a lower Sphere, and have 
not Power to pronounce the Sen- 
tence of the Law apainſt a Crimi- 
nal, yet they are Eyes and Hands 
to the Ma iſtrares, and by preſent- 
ments and nformariors would cer- 
tainly be a means to reduce diſor- 
defly Perſons. It's their Part and 
Duty to diſcover, and find our the 
Offender, and then it's the Magi- 
ſtrate's Concern ro. ave him Fu. 


alſhed.” 
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Laſtly, Every Chriſtian, of whit 
Rank or Order ſoever, bas fome Cas 
pacity or other to do gogd'in this 
kind: and there lies an de penſible 
Obligation upon him by the 11 
of his Holy Profeſſion to diſcounte- 
nance Sin. which is a Reproach to 
any people. And why then ſhoyld 
any reflect upon the regular Pra 
— 7 - 7 15 

reſs it, as long as make 
the Law their Rule, and doing good 


ho end of their n 


Diligence in his Service: and this 


And as for us that came in at 
the Eleventh Hour, after ſo many 
worthies that have born the Burden 
aud Heat of the Day, there is cer- 


tainly expected from us, for the 
| e our lapſed time, a greatet 
Zeal for God's Glory, and a — 


let us cheerfully and vi | 
perform, and not be nd e 
in our Minds; nor give up the Cauſe 
' we have cſpouler tho' all the * 
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3. The Expreſſion compared with 
Moſes his Carriage before remem- 
bred, denotes the Hei of the 
Sin, and the Heinous Nature of Sin 
in general, The particular Sin-here 
remembred, which provoked the 
pleaſure both of God and his Ser- 


Di 
vant Moſes, was /dulatry, and againſt. 
this God hath always expreſt him- 
ſelf concern d, and bath told the 
Jews plainly by his Prophet 7/atah, 
that his Glory be will not give wnto 
another : yea —_— that he is 
2 Jealous God, viſiting the | Iniquities 
of the Fathers upon the Children, 
where a Rival is put up againſt bim. 
In the next place, the heinous Nature 
of Sin in general, may be inferr'd 
from this particular: and if Moſes 
direct not the grubbing it up hy 
the Roots, or encourage ſuch zes- 
lous Perſons as will eſpouſe the Cauſe 
of God, Iniquity will abound, to 
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the Diſhoflout of our pure and” uns: 
defiled Religion, and the hardning 
of Aliens that otherwiſe would ems 


* 


4. The proper means to redreſs Ml. 
National Sins, is to unite under 
Moſes. The difficulty of the Work 
ſeems to require this Concurrence. 
Moſes has neither Eyes enough to 
obſerve, nor Hands enough to pu- 
niſh every Offence; and therefore 
according to Jethro's Advice, Exod. 
18. 21, 22. he is to take in Aſſiſt» 
ance, not only for the determining 
of Right, but puniſhing of Wrong, 
And he that has no Power to act 
judicially in either of theſe Particu- 
lars, may be ſerviceable in both by 
Evidence and Information, the want 
whereof ſometimes occaſions an 

unjuſt Sentence, if it be not the 
Obſtruction of Juſtice it ſelf. ' - » 


+ Bur till it is objected, that Mat- 
ters of Religion lie not before 
— | Moſes 
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15 198 75 ſeem to be. of Eccleſi-' 
nizance, and Gia to oo. 
5 1 Magiſt. But it” 
En fro . Sac 
Records , hat” the” Eccleſiuſtick 
Body act only in N to 
the Gival; And though ac bo 
Aaron A ed i in ob pode f or the 
Reformation of. anxers, and afte I 
them, Joſhua and eazar, then Orho- 
nel ; and P binheas, the prince of the 
People and the Prieſt of the Lord,” 
I, it was with difference and Subs, 
6 Nay. of the did. As for. 
hinehas his executin ment 
on Zimri ko 9 pH 
an extraor nary ar no, pre. 
ſident to, be. made 0 it; dr cle 
yo u, muſt conſider him \ ry ard; 
1 5 x his Tribe nd 1 ſup⸗ 
* atriarc of 8 
Do, 90 ben 5 505 But me- 
thir 1s Matter x e 
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A National Reſormat ih i is nat 


time, and perks 4 conſiderable 
round o of Hope, for the Surcefs., & \ 


As Maſe hilt the Cliief- 
W der ft 9 the ore, 1 
gainſt God's Enetnies; ſo you. 


mity . with his, Example. 255 
nch Tribe gathered togerher 


unto him. Acts of Sin may quick» 


ly be btoken off, 11 Habits are 
155 ut parted with, . 
here. pur: ng ſoon 38 it 
Was Wee found fes difficulty 
to 77 it, than if it had been : 
veted by a repeated Pradtice 7 uh 
here the Trits e of Levi affiſted' in 
the Work of Reformation. At ahh. 
ther time it was the G 
that from the Prophets, miqinty was 
one fortli Into alf the Land.” That 
mplaiot is.now revers'd, and this 
Sons of Levi are foremoſt "and 7 next 
dato Miſes bimeelt, Which is * 


fob Wee FMA NN ERS. $i 


- 4 With 14 fail before, dar 
Tribe is e er to this | 
— are to op oppoſe the baten Bee IT 
got line ß, leſt ike x gefieral De- 
ih ies overflow the World an 
we are to vindicate 8005 Hotiour 
and Glory from Idols, whoever ſets 
chem up“ ff the PHnee, lite Nero. 
— bids 4% the Calos; and ipare 


oe . 13. 4. yer” Ahab m1 
ſſage that 7 
. „ 14. 15. Thit [ag 
fhald''lh 1 55 Reed int 25 Water; 


that! is, at the Devotion 1 f every 
Wave, and Wind, without 


if Stendigeſs. But ben they have a 
b Religious Prince to deal with; they, = 
nd BB have's thn _ "my, o 
1 ceptable Work to diſcharge, ' they. 
vg walk not, among Thorns and Briars, 
nt, their Work is neither uncomſortabſe 
ras to neee hor ecke to 
15 others” Woke, 

: 

ext And Pare this kirby FAVE 
the — before us, Theartily wiſh, 
24 E 2 my 


f 


CES 


| EC "TY 


= 
+ a 
- & = 


LIK. „Ä DXA. -- „ 
wo » S3 


N 


_— 
3 


. 
——— — 2 
r 
8 


r 
” 2 E 


migen 
— 

r 
2 © 


ap 


— ol; 


. 
p T1 


cat Clergy would not loſe the 


- * 2 * — - 2 - — 
SAR, TY ESSE TT. 
— 222 Ss = 1 


| Apoſtacy from being Univerſal, 
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7* A Sermon befor the Sarittias 
my. Reverend Brethren, the Paro- 


in the. Work, Whilſt che Govern- 
ment calls upon thom, and encou- 
rageth them in itt. 5 

„Ie 1 Toe! 10 . 3! Aud any | 
3. The preſerving one Tribe ſree 

from lafection, is keeping Poſſeſſion 
againſt the Devil, and hinders the 


Opportunity, but joyn their Hands 


God has ſtill, a Remnant left to 
ſupport his Cake Fiat the Work- 
ers of Iniquity. Tis true Religion 
as well as other things, has its 22 
and Flows, ſometimes it has free 
Courſe, into all the Corners of the 
World, and ſomerimes its Progreſs 
is ftopd.; ſometimes the Candle 
ſhines clearly, and ſometimes; it is 
almoſt reduced to a Snuff; and 
vou would conclude, that it muſt, 


the Everlaſting Arm ſupports it, 
and Chriſt hath promiſed his Church, 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall never 
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4 If 'the Sons of Lev beg 1 
thered together unto Moſes, it is 15 
be hoped, that by their Labont aft 
Diligence, the ft of the — 
of Iſrael will in due time be en 
ed; and the 5 rok 11 10 
the r Perſons that work toge- 
ther with God in the Harveſt ork | 
World's Converſion. "Let then this 
— int neyer lye againſt us, that. 

the Work of the Lord ne- 
N or deceitfully; remembrit 
that the Flock of Chriſt committ 
to our Care will be required at Ty 
Hands. & Dan 
5. And nowto put a period to this 
Diſcourſe, Ae me Patience while 
I only offer a few mes. by "way! 


oa Improvement. 


1. The Neceſſity * of a Hora. 
tion will, T hope, Juſtifie the Ugder- 
taking of it in ll ſach 'Perfohs as 
act with Submiſſion to the Laws 
and Government. And when all 
191 E 3" Orders 
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Orders of Men have been requiged 
bf . to 74 the Laws in 


he — ta himſelf 475 4 Number 
who neglects ſuch means as arp in 
his Power to ſuppreſs. them. Hg 
that doth not hinder Sin a 55 he 
may, commands ir. He that, doth 
not cruſh the Cocatrice in the Egg; 
bids it þe miſchievous and deſtroy, 
Therefore if we muſt ſtand agfwer- 
able for the Sins of others, as well 
as Our own. which we did not 
hinder when it lay in our Power, 
then there lies a ty o fold Neceſſir 
* Bs 7 


1. To reform our auth and. 


2. To reform others, and he Fel 
none miſcarry for want of our Avic 
6a lufee. Mt genie 
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Fot N in our * Wa 
it, it will be left u Lam ET 
to anſwer it, and if others by 
our default, that will be a CT 
which we ſhall one. 11 | 


As p Ar 


24h, To be . 1 
are thoſe, that miſe, emen .of 
Difficulty for us to remoye before 
we, can 9 to fuccels,. 
is in ſome Perſons an Ignorance, and 
want of Apprehenſion of their 
and Danger, Others have gonti- 
nued long in the Practice of Sin, 
and are paſt all Tenderneſs and Re- 
gret. They are paſt feeling, and have 
given up themſelves to work all Une 
cleanneſs even with Greedineſs, Eph, 

9. And others have their Hearts 
+79 deſpe rate 14 hardned through the 
Deceitfulne of Sin, that they cry 


our, there is no hope, but we will 
E's fi 
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olow our own Devices, Jer. 18. 1. 
ow who can undertake to reform 
ons under thoſe Circumſtances? 
Vho can inſtruct the wilfulty Ig 
norant? Who can white the this. 
4. Skin, or reclaim an habituate 
Sinner? and then Deſperation 1 
the moſt incurable Diſtemper of 


the Soul. A Cain, a Jud, or l 


Spira, may languiſh under it, but 


it's hard to aſcend from that Bot- 


tomleſs Gulph. What Pains. and 
Labour mult it coſt, firſt to reſcue 
Men from the Power of their Sins, 
and then to bring them back to 
God? Monica, the Mother of St. 
Aubin, ſaid, the travailed twice for 
the Birth of her Children, and rhe 
laſt Pangs were worſe than the firſt. 
"She was not fo much concern d for 


their Generation, as for their Rege- 
neration; not ſo much for bringing 
them into the World, as bringi 


them back to God. But norwith- 


ſtanding the difficulty, the Work 
"muſt be done, it's God's Work, and 


he 


"ol 


for ReformatHin nn © 
2. 1 will neither if to aſſiſt nor re- 
m ward the Ur ler n 
85 ik M YT 3 22 wh ans 
g- 3. Thoſe that obſtrück the Pres = 
10. pk of this Work by their reſolved 
ate piety, will find it à terrible thing 


to Fall into" the Hands of an angry 
God. The Wrath ſhall prat 


him, the 'remaintler — . 12 


Ihe 
reſtraiu. when” Fade heard from 


his Fhtherirs, "Tis" the Voice bf's 
God and not of 3 Man, the Ange 
of the Lord 0 de Hirn, and 

was eaten up of Worms; and 

hs Affliction forcet' to render unt 
God the Glory due to his 
Name. And proud Seyacheris th 
implacable Perfectitey U God's pet 
ple, dia ar laſt preach by his Stati 
let lim that ſees me learn to fer? 
Cod better. And proud\Pharanb when 
the Lord's Ha — ainſt kum, 
was forced to anon ſedge 15 . 
but ſuch Confeſſiong extorted b 
the Rack will ſcarte*pals for 


of Sincere Repentatice.” This ther- 
fore is the 2] 476 
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44% and laſt thing that I ſhall 
recommend, and I deſire all ſuch 
Perſons as take it ill to be inter- 
rupted in their wicked | Counſes, 
That they would ſpeedily. break off 
their Sins by A ee becauſe 
the obtaining of Heaven's Happinels 
is like the buying of the Si Pro: 
phecies, the longer we ſtand in debate 
of the price, the.dearer eve 55 
grows the Purchaſe, It will 
more Tears, more Sorrou, more 
Prayers, more ſharp Combates of 
Spiritual Conflicts, more painful 
"Throws of the New · Birth, and more 
ſtrict Watchfulneſs of an after Obe- 
dience. Whereas the Task would 
be more eaſie, and Terms more 
tolerable, if Men would quickly 
ſer about it, and the Succeſs anſwer: 
able, if they were hearty in it. 
This then is every Man's indiſpen- 
fible Duty; and no Man has reaſon 
to be angry with his Friend or his 
Neighbour that admoniſheth him of 
it, or cauſeth him to be W 


E 
* 
« 
*%. 


all 


ſor Refunmation of MANNERS: „ 
if he neglect ſuch Admonition. The 
onour of God, the Credit of Rev” 
gion, and the Welfare of our pre, 

Souls are all «© ſtake. Tb 
nels 


. and Quiet of our 
— 
ro- pon our n this Point, 
ate and it muſt therefore be fo. — = 


Jay the more ſeaſogable both in me . 


rreſs it, and you to regard it; 
ore the dx 8 wato the Root 
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A Friendly Letter in Three Parts. I. To al yc 
Men, ſth-wing the Benefit of a Religious Cog 
verſation. II. To Maſters of Families. III. — 
ing ſome Marks of a Chci'tian, or the Character 
a good Man. The Second Edition, Price bound 1. v9, J 
An Account of t 12 Societies for Reformation g 
M:nners in England an! ireland. Publiſhed with 


the Approbation of a conſiderable Number of ti 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and of the Honours 
able Jul g. of both Kingdoms, & c. The 5th. Ed. Pr. 1 

11 Help to a National Reformation, - Publiſh 
for the taſe an Direction of all Officers and othe 
The Sixth E!icion. Price 6d. 
An Account of the Progreſs of the Reformatit 
of Manners in England, Scotland and Ircland, 


other Parts of the World. Ihe Seventh Edition 


The Reafonablenth of putting the Laws in Ex 
ecution for reitraining the Exerciſe of World 
Employments on the Lord's-Day, according to E 
Majcity's Late Royat Command. Being a plamn, 
but full Anſwer to ſuch Objections as are vn 
brouglit againſt | it. Price 3 d. 

The Soldier's Monitor. Price 3 d. 

A Kind Caution to Prophane Swearers. An 


_ Earneſt Perſwaſive to the Serious Obſervance of the 


Lord's Day. A Diſſwaſive from the Sin of Drunkets 
neis. A Rebuke to the Sin of Uncleannes. The 
So domites Shame and Doom. Price 1d. each. 

A Letter from a Miniſter to his Pariſhioners 
ſhewing the indiſpeuſible Duty incumbent o al 
Perlons to give Informations to the Magiſtrate 
gainſt 2 Swearing. and Curſing. Price 1 d. 
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of England. Price 1 d. 


932 
4 o 


o 
\ 
f 


i 


